Curriculum Intent

At Apley Wood Primary, our aim is to develop children’s learning of the French language and the understanding of its culture in an enjoyable and stimulating way for all pupils. We offer an exciting and challenging curriculum designed to ‘feed the mind and free the imagination’. We hope to embed the essential skills of listening, reading, speaking and writing. Throughout our MFL curriculum, we aim to offer pupils the opportunity to explore social, moral, cultural and spiritual concepts through an awareness of wider global issues. Our MFL curriculum has a strong focus on our Building Learning Power of transferable skills; teamwork, resilience, resourcefulness and reflection, equipping the children with the skills they need in daily life and the wider world. 

Curriculum Implementation
At Apley, MFL is delivered by each KS2 year group through use of Primary Language Network video lessons. 

‘We make the teaching and learning of primary foreign languages effective and accessible for all teachers and ensure that the learning is creative, purposeful and memorable for all learners.’ (PLN website)
. 
The delivery of MFL is through whole class video lessons, partner and individual work. All of the interactive videos are led by a native French speaker, thus allowing pupils to hear accurate pronunciation of all vocabulary. This is supplemented by class teachers who allow the children opportunities to practise the language and to complete activities building on what they have learnt. 

Knowledge acquisition is broken down into substantive and disciplinary knowledge. Substantive knowledge covers development of phonics, grammar and vocabulary in the target language and disciplinary knowledge builds the four main areas of language learning: listening, speaking, reading and writing. Knowing and remembering more is embedded in teaching through the use of vocabulary quizzes at the start and end of units of work and through regular repetition of key vocabulary.
Children reflect on their learning through class discussions and self-assessment and our Building Learning Power elements are promoted throughout lessons. KS2 children are also given the opportunity to speak incidental French throughout the school day e.g. when answering the register.    


In EYFS, children begin to learn about the world around them, understanding ‘People and Communities’. They learn similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among families, communities and traditions. This will be delivered through teacher inputs and ‘Independent Learning Time’ challenges. In addition, Reception children will learn different stories and songs from other cultures.

European and International language days are celebrated across the school; these are also linked to the Activity Passport. These allow for additional opportunities to strengthen the children’s SMSC understanding, which is integral to Apley Wood’s ethos.  

Curriculum Impact

Progress in MFL is measured against National Curriculum statements using a whole school progression document which focuses on substantive and disciplinary knowledge and assesses their Speaking, Listening, Reading, Writing and Vocabulary.  At the end of a unit, teachers will assess children’s outcomes by highlighting completing an assessment grid. The teaching of MFL is monitored and triangulated through learning walks with link governors, book looks, planning scrutiny and pupil voice.
