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EYFS Reading and Phonics Progression
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EYFS/Year 1 Phonics Progression
	
	EYFS End of Autumn Term expectation
	
	EYFS End of Spring Term expectation
	
	EYFS End of Summer Term expectation
	
	Year 1 End of Autumn Term expectation
	
	Year 1 End of Spring Term expectation
	 Year 1 End of Summer Term expectation
	

	Set 1 Sounds Group A
	Set 1 Sounds Group B
	Set 1 Sounds Group C
	Ditties
	Red Books
	Green Books
	Purple Books
	Pink Books
	Orange Books
	Yellow Books
	Blue Books
	Grey Books

	Set 1:
m, a, s, d, t, i, n, c, k, u, b, f, e, l, h, sh, ck, r, j, v, y, w, th, z, ch, qu, x, ng, nk
	Set 1:
m, a, s, d, t, i, n, c, k, u, b, f, e, l, h, sh, ck, r, j, v, y, w, th, z, ch, qu, x, ng, nk
	Beginning to blend
e.g.
d-u-g, ch-a-t
	(Blending set 1 sounds)
e.g.
in, am, red, yes
	
	(Blending with set 1 sounds)
e.g.
 flat, pink, help, thick

Begin Set 2 sounds:
ay, ee, igh, ow, oo, oo, ar, or, air, ir, ou, oy

	(Blending with set 1 sounds)
e.g.
 flat, pink, help, thick

Set 2 sounds:
ay, ee, igh, ow, oo, oo, ar, or, air, ir, ou, oy

	(Teach the letter names – do separately to phonics session.)

Begin Set 3 sounds:
ea, oi, a-e, i-e, o-e, u-e, aw, are, ur, er ow, ai, oa, ew, ire, ear, ure, tion, tious/cious 
	Set 3 sounds:
ea, oi, a-e, i-e, o-e, u-e, aw, are, ur, er ow, ai, oa, ew, ire, ear, ure, tion, tious/cious
	Set 3 sounds
	Set 3 sounds
	Set 3 sounds




Key Stage 1 and 2 Reading Progression
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Listening to and discussing a wide range of poems, stories, non-fiction at a level beyond that at which they can read independently

Being encouraged to link what they read or hear read to their own experiences

Becoming very familiar with key stories, fairy stories and traditional tales, retelling them and considering their particular characteristics

Recognising and joining in with predictable phrases 
Learning to appreciate rhymes and poems
Recite pomes by heart 

Discuss word meanings, linking new meanings to those already known 

Drawing on what they already know or on background information and vocabulary provided by the teacher

Checking that the text makes sense to them as they read and correcting inaccurate reading 

Discussing the significance of the titles and events 
Making inferences on the basis of what has been read so far

Participate in discussion about what is read to them, taking turns and listening to what others say.  Explain clearly their understanding of what is read to them

Predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far

	Regards reading as a pleasurable activity

Demonstrates understanding of a wide range of poetry, stories and non-fiction that is read independently and of more challenging books that are listened to through identification of key aspects of the text, explanation and active discussion that takes account of what others say

Identifies sequences of events in texts and offers simple explanations of how items of information relate to one another

Demonstrates familiarity with, and can retell, a wide range of stories, fairy stories and traditional tales

Recognises and understands the different structures of non-fiction books that have been introduced

Recognises simple recurring literary language in stories and poetry

Shares favourite words and phrases, and clarifies the meaning of new words through discussion, and by making links to known vocabulary

Has learned and can recite a repertoire of poems by heart, using appropriate intonation to help make the meaning clear

Demonstrates understanding of what is read independently, self -correcting where the sense of the text is lost

Makes inferences on what has been read

Asks and answers questions appropriately, including those based on inference of what is said and done, and those based on prediction on the basis of what has been read so far

	Listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks

Increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy stories, myths and legends, and retelling some of these orally

Discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination

Checking that the text makes sense, discussing understanding and explaining the meaning of words in context

Asking questions to improve their understanding of a text

Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motive from their actions and justifying inferences with evidence 

Predicting what might happen from details stated and implied

Participate in discussion about both books that are read to them and those they can read for themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say

	Listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks

Reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes

Using dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they have read

Increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy stories, myths and legends, and retelling some of these orally

Identify themes and conventions in a wide range of books

Preparing poems and play scripts to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through intonation, tone, volume and action

Discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination

Recognising some different forms of poetry (e.g. free verse, narrative poetry)

Checking that the text makes sense, discussing understanding and explaining the meaning of words in context

Asking questions to improve their understanding of a text

Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motive from their actions and justifying inferences with evidence 

Predicting what might happen from details stated and implied

Identify main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising these

Identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning

Retrieve and record information from non-fiction 

Participate in discussion about both books that are read to them and those they can read for themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say
	Demonstrates a positive attitude to reading by frequently reading for pleasure, both fiction and non-fiction

Has read and demonstrates familiarity with a wide range of books, including myths, legends and traditional stories and books from other cultures and traditions.

Recommends books to others based on own reading preferences, giving reasons for choice

Has learned a range of poetry by heart

Explains how language and presentation can contribute to the meaning of a text

Asks questions to enhance understanding of the text
Is able to make comparisons within and across different texts

Draws inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings thoughts and motives from their actions

Makes predictions based on details stated and implied

Distinguishes between statements of fact and opinion; and in non-fiction
	fiction, non-fiction, poetry and plays

Has read and demonstrates familiarity with a wide range of books, including myths, legends and traditional stories, modern fiction and fiction from literary heritage, and books from other cultures and traditions.

Recommends books to others based on own reading preferences, giving reasons for choice

Has learned a wide range of poetry by heart.  Prepares poems and plays to read aloud and to perform understanding intonation, tone and volume so that the meaning is clear to an audience.

Explains how language, structure, and presentation, can contribute to the meaning of a text

Draws on contextual evidence to make sense of what is read, and participates in discussion to explore words with different meanings 

Comments on how language, including figurative language, is used to contribute to meaning

Asks questions to enhance understanding of the text

Makes predictions based on details stated and implied
Distinguishes between statements of fact and opinion; and in non-fiction

In non-fiction, retrieves records and presents information to the reader

Identifies key details that support main ideas, and uses them to summarise content drawn from more than one paragraph

Expresses views formed through independent reading and books that are read to them, explaining and justifying personal opinions, and courteously challenging those of others

Explains and discusses their understanding of what they have read, including through formal presentations and debates, maintaining a focus on the topic and using notes where necessary

Identifies themes and conventions demonstrating, through discussion and comment, understanding of their use in and across a wide range of writing
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Did you choose this book? Why?
What did you like about the text? Why? What did you dislike about the text? Why?
Would you recommend the book to your friend? Why? Why not?
What will you read next?
What books do you like to read?
Do you have a favourite book that you like to read?
Is this a new book that you haven’t read before? Do you know anything about it already?
Do you enjoy reading?
What do you read at home?
Who is your favourite author?
Which books have you enjoyed that we have read together? Why have you enjoyed them?
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What do you do if you are stuck on a word?
Where do you start reading the word? Where do you look first?
When you blend those sounds together, what word does it say? Can you tell me the word?
Are there any clues in the word?
Does it look like any other words you know?
Can the pictures help you?
Do you know what the word means or can you work out what it means (in this sentence)?
What other word could the author have used that means the same sort of thing?
Does the sentence make sense with that word?



	Reading Gem Questions

	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Define
What word in the text tells you…?
Find and copy a word/phrase/sentence that tells you…
The author uses the word ____ what does it mean?
Find a copy a word that describes how…
Which words/phrases make you think/feel ______?

Retrieve
Which character _____?
Where/when does ____ take place?
What did ____ look like?
Who was ____?
Where did ____ live?
Who are the characters in the book?
Sequence
What happened before ___?
What happened after ____?
Which of these events happened last?

Infer
How can you tell that ____?
Why did _______?
How does ____ feel?

Predict
What do you think will happen next?
What do you think will happen to ___?
Where do you think ___?

	Define
What word in the text tells you…?
The writer uses words such as ____ to describe ____. What does this tell you about ____? / How does it make you feel?
Find and copy a word that means the same as____.
In the story, ____ is used repeatedly. Why?
Draw a line to match the words to their meanings.
How has the writer made you feel?

Retrieve
Draw a line to match the characters to events.
Give one example of _____.
How did ____ feel? Why?
Who is the narrator?
Where in the book would you find _____ ?
What happened in the story?
How does the ____ help me to find information in this book?

Sequence
Number the sentences below in the order they happened.
Which of these events happened first?
Use three sentences to describe the beginning, middle and end of this text.
Sum up the story in ___ words.
Sort these sentences/paragraphs/chapter headings from the story.
Infer
Why do you think ____?
How do you know that _____?
When do you think_____?
True or false…
How do you feel about ____?
Can you explain why____?

Predict
What do you think will happen next?
What do you think would happen if ___?
What do you think will happen to ___? Why do you think this?
Can you think of another story which has a similar theme? Do you think this story will end in the same way?
How is ___ like someone you know? 

	Define
Find and copy a word/phrase/sentence that shows ____.
In this sentence ____ is closest in meaning to ______.
The author uses ___. Which of these words could be used to give a similar meaning in the sentence?
Which word best describes _?
Why does the author use ___ repeatedly?
What other words/phrases could the author have used?
Can you find an example of a word that means _____?

Retrieve
True/False
Circle the option to complete the sentence.
When did ___ take place?
From whose viewpoint is the story told?
Which part of the story best describes ______? Explain why?
Which words and/or phrases _____?
Find the paragraph where __.

Summarise
Number the sentences below to show the order that they happened.
Which of these events happened first?
Which of these events happened last?
What’s the main point in this paragraph?
Can you sum up what happens in ___?

Infer
Explain how ____.
How does _____?
True/false

Predict
What might happen next?
Can you think of another story which has a similar theme? Do you think this story will end in a similar way?

Relate
Why is ___ important in the story?
Why do you think the author chose to use ____ to present the information?
Who do you think this information is for?
In what ways do the illustrations support the instructions?
How does ____ encourage you to read on/find information?

Explore
What does _ tell you about _?
What words help the reader to ___?
Find and copy words from the paragraph that show it was _.
What other words/phrases could the author have used?
What do you think the writer meant by ___?
What is the effect of _____?

Compare
What words would you use to describe the main character at the start and end of the text?
How is it similar to ____?
How is different to ____?
Would you like to read more books by this author? Explain.
	Define
Find and copy a word/phrase/sentence that shows ____.
In this sentence ____ is closest in meaning to ______.
The author uses ___. Which of these words could be used to give a similar meaning in the sentence?
Which word best describes _?
Why does the author use ___ repeatedly?
What other words/phrases could the author have used?
Can you find an example of a word that means _____?

Retrieve
True/False
Circle the option to complete the sentence.
When did ___ take place?
From whose viewpoint is the story told?
Which part of the story best describes ______? Explain why?
Which words and/or phrases _____?
Find the paragraph where __.

Summarise
Number the sentences below to show the order that they happened.
Which of these events happened first?
Which of these events happened last?
What’s the main point in this paragraph?
Can you sum up what happens in ___?

Infer
Explain how ____.
How does _____?
True/false
Which word tells you that __?
What makes you think that _?

Predict
What might happen next? Why?
Based on what you have read, what does the last paragraph suggest might happen next?
Can you think of another story which has a similar theme?
Do you think this story will end in a similar way?

Relate
Why is ___ important in the story?
Why do you think the author chose to use ____ to present the information?
Who do you think this information is for?
In what ways do the illustrations support the instructions?
How does ____ encourage you to read on/find information?

Explore
What does _ tell you about _?
What words help the reader to ___?
Find and copy words from the paragraph that show it was _.
What other words/phrases could the author have used?
What do you think the writer meant by ___?
What is the effect of _____?
Compare
What words would you use to describe the main character at the start and end of the text?
How is it similar to ____?
How is different to ____?
Would you like to read more books by this author? Explain.
	Define
Explain two things that the words ___ and ___ suggest.
The author uses the word ____ which has two different definitions. Use each definition to write a sentence.
The author uses the word ____. Why do you think they chose this word?
Find and copy one word that suggests that _____.
What does this word/phrase/sentence tell you about _______?
(Highlight a key phrase or line.) By writing a line in this way, what effect has the author created?
The writer uses words like___ to describe ____. What does this tell you about ____?
The writer uses ___ to describe ____. How does this make you feel ____?

Retrieve
Identify how ___
Give two reasons why ____
Fact/opinion
What evidence do you have to justify your opinion?

Summarise
Number the sentences below to show the order that they happened.
What is the main message of the text?
What happened after ____?
What happened before ____?
Which is the most important point in these paragraphs and how do you know?
What part of the story do you think is the most important? Explain why you think this is.

Infer
Explain why ____.
Why did _____?
Why is _____?
Why do you think___? Explain using the text.
How do you know __? Explain using the text.
When do you think__? Explain using the text.
How can you tell that ___? Explain using the text.
Which words give you the impression that ___?
How do you feel about ___? Why?
Can you explain why ____?

Predict
What do you think would happen if ____?
Why did the author choose this setting? Will that influence how the story develops?
Choose one character from the book and predict how you think they will behave/react?
How is ___ like someone you know? Do you think they will react in the same way?

Relate
At what point did the character’s mood change? Justify your answer using the text.
What caused the characters to change their actions?
What caused a change in events?
What is similar/different?
Does this story have a moral or a message? Explain how you know using the text.
Why has the writer written/organised the text in this way?
What atmosphere tis the author trying to create?
What words/phrases help to create that feeling?
Why did the author write the story? 
Find a group of words to show that____ has changed.
What has the author done to make you wat to read on? Use the text to explain.

Explore
What impact does the phrase ___ have on the reader?
(Highlight a key phrase or line.) What effect has the author created in this line?
The writer uses words like __ to describe ___. What does this tell you about ___?
Why has the author used this word/phrase/sentence?
How does the author create this mood/atmosphere?

Compare
How does the character’s mood change throughout the text?
Compare and contrast different characters’ reactions/settings/themes within the text.
How are the lives of people different as a result of ___?
Compare your book to another on the same topic. Which do you prefer and why?
If you have read other texts by this author, can you see any similarities/differences between them?
	Define
Explain two things that the words ___ and ___ suggest.
The author uses the word ____ which has two different definitions. Use each definition to write a sentence.
The author uses the word ____. Why do you think they chose this word?
Find and copy one word that suggests that _____.
What does this word/phrase/sentence tell you about _______?
(Highlight a key phrase or line.) By writing a line in this way, what effect has the author created?
The writer uses words like___ to describe ____. What does this tell you about ____?
The writer uses ___ to describe ____. How does this make you feel ____?

Retrieve
Identify how ___
Give two reasons why ____
Fact/opinion
What evidence do you have to justify your opinion?

Summarise
Number the sentences below to show the order that they happened.
What is the main message of the text?
What happened after ____?
What happened before ____?
Which is the most important point in these paragraphs and how do you know?
What part of the story do you think is the most important? Explain why you think this is.

Infer
Explain why ____.
Why did _____?
Why is _____?
Why do you think___? Explain using the text.
How do you know __? Explain using the text.
When do you think__? Explain using the text.
How can you tell that ___? Explain using the text.
Which words give you the impression that ___?
How do you feel about ___? Why?
Can you explain why ____?


Predict
What do you think would happen if ____?
Why did the author choose this setting? Will that influence how the story develops?
Choose one character from the book and predict how you think they will behave/react?
How is ___ like someone you know? Do you think they will react in the same way?
Can you predict several possible outcomes and explain your answer?
If there was a sequel, what might happen?

Relate
At what point did the character’s mood change? Justify your answer using the text.
What caused the characters to change their actions?
What caused a change in events?
What is similar/different?
Does this story have a moral or a message? Explain how you know using the text.
Why has the writer written/organised the text in this way?
What atmosphere is the author trying to create?
What words/phrases help to create that feeling?
Why did the author write the story? 
Find a group of words to show that____ has changed.
What has the author done to make you wat to read on? Use the text to explain.

Explore
What impact does the phrase ___ have on the reader?
(Highlight a key phrase or line.) What effect has the author created in this line?
The writer uses words like __ to describe ___. What does this tell you about ___?
Why has the author used this word/phrase/sentence?
How does the author create this mood/atmosphere?

Compare
How does the character’s mood change throughout the text?
Compare and contrast different characters’ reactions/settings/themes within the text.
How are the lives of people different as a result of ___?
Compare your book to another on the same topic. Which do you prefer and why?
If you have read other texts by this author, can you see any similarities/differences between them?
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