
 

ENGLISH – WRITING PROGRESSION MAP 

 

  



EYFS – Communication and Language Early Learning Goal 

Listening, Attention and 
Understanding 

Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant questions, comments and actions when being 
read to and during whole class discussions and small group interactions. 
Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to clarify their understanding. 
Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges with their teacher and peers. 

Speaking Participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their own ideas, using recently introduced 
vocabulary. 
Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary from stories, 
non-fiction, rhymes and poems when appropriate. 
Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences, including use of past, present and 
future tenses and making use of conjunctions, with modelling and support from their teacher. 

 

EYFS – Literacy Early Learning Goal 

Comprehension Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives using their own 
words and recently introduced vocabulary.  
Anticipate (where appropriate) key events in stories. 
Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and 
poems and during role play. 

Word Reading Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs. 
Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending. 
Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, including some 
common exception words. 

Writing Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed.  
Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters. 
Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others. 
 

 

  



Writing 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Audience and 
purpose 

Write simple recounts 
or retelling of 
traditional and 
narrative stories 

Maintains the form 
when writing real and 
fictional narratives, 
recounts and poetry  
 

Creates setting, 
characters and plot 
within narratives 
using appropriate 
planning formats 
 

Writing is for a range 
of real purposes and 
audiences across the 
curriculum 

A range of texts, 
structured and 
organised  for different 
purposes e.g. stories, 
plays, poetry, non-
fiction 

A range of texts, 
structured and 
organised  for 
different purposes e.g. 
stories,  scripted 
drama, poetry, non-
fiction 

Composition: 
planning, 
drafting, 

Writing communicates 
meaning through 
simply structured 
sentences  (simple 
sentences) 

Ideas and key words 
(taken from reading) 
are used to support 
writing 
 
 

Thinks aloud to 
explore and collect 
ideas  
 
 

Drafts and reread to 
check meaning and 
accuracy with spelling 
and   punctuation. 
 

Identifies the audience 
for, and purpose of a 
piece of writing 
 
 
 
 
Independently selects 
a suitable form based 
on similar models 
 

Identifies and 
understands the 
audience for and the 
purpose of a piece of 
writing and selects 
appropriate 
vocabulary and 
grammar to fully 
engage the reader 
 
Generates ideas, 
drafts, redrafts and 
edits written work to 
ensure the meaning 
and impact is clear  
Proof reads for 
spelling and 
punctuation errors 

Text 
structure and 
organisation 

Compose simple 
sentences and 
sequences to form 
short narratives 

Simple, clear, logical 
structures are used to 
support different 
types of writing (e.g. 
narrative - beginning, 
middle, end, simple 
heading for non-
fiction). 

Non-fiction writing is 
logically organised 
and uses headings 
and sub headings to 
support the structure 
 
 

Writing is logically 
organised using 
headings and outline 
plans 
 
 
 

A range of appropriate 
organisation and 
presentational 
features are used to 
structure texts in order 
to support and guide 
reader  
 

Uses appropriate 
layout devices to 
structure texts e.g. 
headings, 
subheadings, columns, 
bullet points or tables 
 



 
Applies appropriate 
structure to their own 
writing 
 
Related sentences are 
grouped together 
 
 

Paragraphs are used 
as a way to group 
related material 
together 
 
 

Paragraphs are 
organised  around a 
theme 

Paragraphs are 
arranged logically and 
ideas link between 
them  
 
 

Ideas are organised 
into well-developed, 
linked paragraphs 
using a wide range of 
cohesive devices e.g. 
deliberate repetition 
of a word or phrase, 
grammatical 
connections through 
the use of adverbs 
(e.g. in contrast, on 
the other hand) and 
ellipsis 

Composition: 
editing and 
proof-reading 

Think aloud, sequence 
ideas, draft and check 
the meaning is clear. 

Discusses writing with 
the teacher and other 
pupils to: evaluate the 
effective use of word 
choice, grammar and 
punctuation; make 
appropriate additions, 
revisions and 
corrections 

Uses proof reading to 
focus on accuracy 
with spelling and 
punctuation. 

Beginning to revise the 
structure of sentences 
for effect as well as for 
accuracy with spelling 
and punctuation. 

Written work is 
checked independently 
for errors in spelling, 
punctuation 

Editing takes place 
during writing 
 

Sentence 
structure 

Simple dictated 
sentences are written 
accurately with a 
capital letter and full 
stop 
Simple sentences are 
written independently. 
Two single clause 
sentences are joined 
using ‘and’. 
(simple and compound 
sentences) 

Adjectives used to 
expand nouns 
Main and subordinate 
clauses are joined 
using coordination 
‘and, but, so’ and 
subordination 
‘because, when, if, 
that’. 
 
Words are appropriate 
to the task 

Sequences of 
sentences and ideas 
developed logically. 
A variety of 
conjunctions are used 
to link clauses.  
 
Words are chosen for 
variety and interest 

Variation in sentence 
length and structure 
using different verb 
forms (present, past, 
progressive and 
perfect tense) 
A range of appropriate 
conjunctions are used 
to link clauses.  
Noun phrases are 
expanded and 
modified by adjectives, 
additional nouns and 
preposition phrases 

In narrative, settings 
and characters are 
carefully described 
Descriptive sentences 
are used to create 
atmosphere 
Words are used 
precisely. 
Vocabulary choices are 
imaginative 
Sentences extended by 
using relative clauses 

Uses formal and 
informal language 
appropriately 
depending on the task 
Consciously controls 
the structure of 
sentences in writing 
Demonstrates a clear 
knowledge of linguistic 
terms e.g. through 
analysing a writer’s 
prose noting likes and 
dislike 



Sentence 
grammar 

Past and present tense 
sometimes used 
consistently 

Present and past tense 
used consistently 

Express time, place 
and cause using 
conjunctions, adverbs 
and prepositions 

Subordination and 
coordination is used 
throughout writing  
Fronted adverbials 
used - comma used 
after a fronted 
adverbial 

Accurate grammar and 
punctuation applied to 
all writing. Verb tenses 
are consistent. 
Adverbs and modal 
verbs used to indicate 
degrees of possibility 

Range of tenses and 
tense forms used for 
effect including the 
simple past/present, 
progressive, perfect 
and subjunctive 

  Uses the progressive 
tense in writing (‘ing’) 

Use present perfect 
form of verbs 
(‘have/had’) 

Repetition avoided by 
the use of appropriate 
pronouns 
Verbs forms are used 
accurately 

Cohesive devices used 
within paragraphs (e.g. 
then, after that, firstly) 

 

Punctuation Use capital letters for 
names and the 
pronoun  ‘I’ 
Separate words in 
sentence with spaces 
Beginning to use full 
stops, question marks 
and exclamation marks 
to demarcate 
sentences. 

Uses capital letters, 
full stops, question 
marks and 
exclamation marks to 
demarcate sentences. 
Uses commas in a list, 
apostrophe for 
omission and singular 
possession 

Beginning to use 
inverted commas to 
punctuate direct 
speech 
Use inverted commas 
to punctuate direct 
speech 

Inverted commas and 
other punctuation 
(commas) used to 
indicate direct speech.  
Apostrophe used to 
mark singular and 
plural possession 
Punctuation is 
accurate 

Full speech 
punctuation is mostly 
accurate.  
Commas used to mark 
clauses and to clarify 
meaning or avoid 
ambiguity 
Brackets, dashes or 
commas indicate 
parenthesis 

All punctuation marks 
are used accurately to 
clarify meaning 
across a range of text 
types. 
Full speech 
punctuation. 

Handwriting Form lower case letters 
in the correct direction, 
starting and finishing in 
the correct place  

Capital and lower case 
letters are the correct 
size orientation and 
relationship to each 
other 

Handwriting is joined 
and legible and shows 
a consistency in letter 
formation 

Handwriting is joined, 
fluent, legible and 
consistent 

Joined, clear and 
legible. Adapted for 
different purposes e.g. 
printed, italicised, bold 

Neat and legible 

Spelling Usually correct spelling 
of high frequency 
words 
Add ‘s’ or ‘es’ to 
pluralise nouns 

Spelling of high 
frequency, single and 
monosyllablic words 
usually accurate. More 
complex words are 
phonetically spelt. 

Spelling of common 
polysyllabic words, 
including compound 
words is usually 
accurate 

Spelling of polysyllabic 
words is accurate 

Most spelling including 
polysyllabic words is 
accurate 

Spelling is accurate. 
Irregular words are 
generally spelt 
accurately 

 


