
Art Curriculum Intent and Implementation 

Intent 

At Apley Wood Primary School we believe that our art curriculum encompasses a range of 
skills and experiences that children will participate in during their time at school.  We offer a 
creative, exciting and challenging curriculum designed to ‘feed the mind and free the 
imagination’ for all pupils. We provide children with opportunities to become proficient 
in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art techniques. We encourage children to 
produce creative work which explores, records and reflects on ideas and experiences in their 
own and others’ lives, whilst providing opportunities to evaluate and analyse their own, and 
others’, creative works. Throughout our curriculum, we aim to promote an understanding of 
the world around us, and the relevance of art in our modern culture, through studying a 
range of artists, craft makers and designers. We aim to prepare children with skills and 
understanding needed for later life.  

 

Implementation  

At Apley, art is delivered by each year group completing one or two projects across the year.  
This is taught weekly over a half term or in a block of lessons. Our curriculum is delivered 
through exciting and engaging learning opportunities for our children both in school and out, 
including lessons, theme days, assemblies, extra-curricular activities and visits. We deliver 
art lessons using a thematic approach or through the teaching of specific skills including 
Building Learning Power. Teachers give children the opportunity within lessons to work on 
their own and to collaborate with others, on projects in two and three dimensions and on 
different scales. Children also have the opportunity to use a wide range of materials and 
resources, including ICT. 

 
We recognise the fact that we have children of differing ability in all our classes, and so we 
provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task 
to the ability of the child. We achieve this through a range of strategies: 

 setting common tasks that are open-ended and can have a variety of responses; 
 setting tasks of increasing difficulty where not all children complete all tasks; 
 grouping children by ability and setting different tasks for each group; 
 providing a range of challenges with different resources; 
 using additional adults to support the work of individual children or small groups. 

 
We focus on four main skills in art throughout the school, and these are taught in a 
progressive way as children move up the school. 

 Generating and developing ideas 
 Making art, craft and design 
 Improving judgment and evaluation 
 Acquiring and applying knowledge to inform progress 

 
The school is currently working towards achieving the Artsmark, which promotes and raises 
the profile of all the creative subjects across the school. 
 
 
 
 
 



Art Curriculum Intent and Implementation 

Impact 
 
The art subject leader will regularly measure the impact of our art curriculum through the 
monitoring of teaching and learning, planning, assessment and on-going self-review. The 
subject leader will hold pupil voice interviews with the children to ascertain their views and 
ensure they can articulate their learning. They will also undertake learning walks, look at 
books and review curriculum progression.  
 
During art lessons, formative assessment will take place and feedback will be given to 
children each lesson through written or verbal feedback. We will also encourage children to 
reflect on their own learning through self-assessments. Teachers will regularly assess the 
learning taking place in art lessons by completing assessment grids which are found at the 
back of children’s books. 

 
 

 

 


