Questions about transition

How many subjects are there?
About fifteen

Do I get much homework?
You get homework from every subject. Homework has a date for completion, but get it done straight away so you have time and don’t rush at the end.

What about detention- do I have to go?
Yes, you will! Try to avoid getting detention in the first place. Most detention involves just sitting silently, not ‘catching up on things’ – it’s detention! Even if you have another appointment you would have to sort this with the teacher. They will usually give you a couple of warnings first.

Will I have a timetable to follow?
Yes, it’s often a two-week timetable but ‘core’ subjects will be every week. Choices/options usually start in Y8 or Y9.

Will I get bullied?
This will be sorted by a teacher but they need to know that there is a problem. Tell an adult quickly rather than let it keep happening. It is not tolerated.

What should I expect when I first walk in?
It is a big space but if you get lost people will help you- there may be a ‘buddy’ to help you. We may get a chance for ‘bubbles’ to view the school or they will give you extra help.

Are year elevens horrible?
No! They’re like you are in this school towards the younger children.

What clubs are there?
Lots, there’s Art, English, Drama, P.E, Dance etc and they are all free. You must behave in clubs though or they will send you out. Some equipment will be provided, but it might be an idea to get some basic equipment.

Can you go to the toilet in lessons?
No. You need to go in your free time, break or lunch. (There might be the odd occasion if you’re really desperate but it would be good to get in a routine).

Where do I keep my things?
You carry them around all day. Don’t leave it anywhere or you will have to find it, unless your school has lockers.

Can I take my phone?
Yes, but it needs to be switched off in your bag at school. If you abuse the rules it will be taken off you. This also keeps your phone safe.


Do year groups know how to meet up?
Most year 7s will have the same lunchtime.

What if I need help?
There is a pastoral manager to help you if you need assistance. People who need extra support regularly will get this.

Are there individual changing rooms?
No. There is one changing room for girls and one for boys. You need to ensure there are no valuables left in there.

What about teachers? How many will I have?
You will have teachers for each subject. You may not all have the same teacher per subject with others in your tutor group. There are often 8 levels/groups in each subject.

What type of food will I get?
There will be a breaktime snack: toast, pizza, baguette etc. There will also be cooked meals at lunch or you can bring your own packed lunch.

Is Secondary better than Primary?
It is what you make it, the same as Primary School in that you can make it work or not. Apply yourself and use the facilities and you will have lots of opportunities and enjoy it.

What happens in ‘Wet Play’?
Most of the time you will be outside, but the teachers will organize you if its wet play. Some schools allow you in an inside area. We don’t call it ‘Play’ as most people just ‘catch up’ on the ‘yard’.

Are we allowed to bring footballs?
No. Use cubs to play sport. Balls may be taken off you.

How many people per class or form?
Usually about 25, but up to 30, much like our school. Social Distancing may change things. Some schools let Y7 (along with a couple of other year groups) in before the whole school is back rather than the whole school on one day.

What is a Nurture Area?
It’s a quiet room where you can get help if you are unhappy or need emotional support.

Do I get in trouble if I’m late?
No, not at the beginning if you get lost finding lessons etc., but if you make a habit of it due to not being organized, then this will be challenged.

Will I have done some of the lesson content?
Yes. They may recap, so it’s your chance to show how well you can do the subject rather than complaining.



Can you hand homework in before it’s due?
Yes you can!


If you get a detention will they phone your mom & dad?
If it’s during the day, then no, but if it’s after school then yes they will.


Do they have lockers?
HLC do but Charlton don’t – not many students use them. Each school is different.

Will lockers have a code or a key?
Yes they do – you are responsible for keeping that safe and confidential.


What time are lunches?
They vary and will be on your timetable.

How long are lunches?
It varies by school- usually about 45 minutes. 

Do you still have to use cursive handwriting?
Yes you do- they will expect you to join up your writing.


If there is someone with dyslexia will they get help?
Yes they will. The school would have passed on information about all students. If you’re struggling, speak to your form tutor or pastoral manager.

When we go in the school will year 7 & year 11 be next to each other?
It all depends which teacher you have as your form tutor.

Do all year groups share the same classrooms?
Yes they will – that’s why you will have a timetable.

How many teachers will be on duty for break and lunch?
The teachers will be on a rota throughout the week.

Do you have to have a certain hairstyle or earrings?
Earrings need to be studs. if you’re wearing hoops you will be asked to remove them. It’s about being safe and sensible. 
